Usefulness of transthoracic color Doppler echocardiography for the identification of left anterior descending coronary artery stenosis.
We briefly describe our experience with transthoracic Doppler echocardiography for the direct evaluation of mid-distal left anterior descending coronary artery (LAD) stenosis. Three patients with previous myocardial infarction, scheduled for coronary flow reserve evaluation, underwent Doppler analysis of the mid-distal LAD. In all 3 cases, the mid-distal LAD stenosis was accurately quantified by the Doppler spectrum as confirmed by quantitative coronary angiography. Our study demonstrated the feasibility of transthoracic Doppler echocardiography in the discrimination of significant and non-significant mid-distal LAD stenosis. Limitations of such a technique could be related to the variable coronary anatomy and to the severity of the atherosclerotic process.